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NPT Support Strong Despite Bad NeWS new approach to nuclear disarmamen

by examining key legal, political and
By Douglas Roche technical issues that need to be ad
When the 2005 Review Conference of the Non-Proliferation Treaty endiedsed to overcome security concern
in disarray, lamentation filled the air. The mood worsened when world leades&tie nuclear weapons States.
the UN 60th Anniversary Summit stripped their declaration of any reference to The Forum was addressed by twa
nuclear disarmament. A general impression developed that the nuclear wefgamer Prime Ministers - Ruud Lubbers
situation is, if not exactly hopeless, so conflicted that meaningful progress the Netherlands and Kim Campbell
disarmament is stymied. The ongoing crisis of Iran and the controversialdi&anada - former New Zealand Dis-
India deal on nuclear technology have apparently sapped all the energy, aottament Minister Marian Hobbs,
mention media attention, out of the system. Ambassador Abe, and Tariq Rauf, Heac
of Verification and Security Policy Co-

The Middle Powers Initiative believes a balance is necessary betwe&%ination for the IAEA. A special fea-

takes a different view. Not for a monon-proliferation and getting rid of X%ure was a presentation of the draft re
ment do we under-estimate the serioussting weapons. The object of the Fo-Ort of the new International Panel on
ness of the present threat to the viabilum is to encourage like-minded Stat issile Materials, headed by Frank Von
ity of the Non-Proliferation Treaty. Butto carry forward the substantive wor ippel of thé US and Jose
we recognize that the obduracy of af the 2005 NPT Review Conference oldemberg of Brazil
small number of States, important as  When the Forum was launched a? A third meeting O'f the Article VI
they are, is obscuring the clear desi@®meeting at the UN on October 3, 2oo§_,orum is scheduled for Ottawa next
of the vast majority of States to advandaroad support for this initiative WaSSeptember. Representatives of the
the nuclear disarmament agenda. expressed. The then Under'SecretarXDclear-weapon States will be invited

Consider the elements on whiclGeneral Nobuyasu Abe welcomed t a special dialogue.
there was wide support at the 2005 NPHorum as an example of the “new an Where is all this work leading? In
Review Conference: stop nuclear shatcreative thinking” on disarmament an?he near term. the Article VI Fo}um
ing; prevent nuclear terrorism througimon-proliferation called for by Generaaims to stimula{te constructive work on
total elimination of nuclear weaponsAssembly President Jan Eliasson. disarmament and non-proliferation
build upon the decisions and commit- A second, two-day meeting wa .
ments of 1995 and 2000; maintain thkeld March 2-3, 2006 at The Hague% fg Z;r\]/grt?g\;?a;e%li(;esﬂﬁgsgg?ggz
nuclear testing moratorium; respectwenty-one invited States participated; PT Review Conference. This will
negative security assurancesAustria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada,send a positive message to a waitin
strengthen nuclear weapons-free zongSosta Rica, Germany, the Holy Se%orld that serious work on nuclear dis-
There is, then, a solid basis for statingungary, Ireland, Indonesia, Japarﬁrmament is being done.
that a viable plan for progress in nucleavialaysia, Mexico, The Netherlands,
disarmament exists. New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Sout

This view led the Middle PowersKorea, Sweden, Switzerland, and TU’E;Z:EZ; ?Seréarfgirml? :r? gc:? ?hsohzrdijlgf
Initiative to launch theéArticle VI Fo- key. Powers Initiative and author. most re-
rum. As the name suggests (Article VI  The meeting, co-hosted by th?ently of “Beyond Hiroshim,a ”
of the NPT deals with the disarmamernitietherlands Institute of Internationa ’ '
of the nuclear-weapon States), MPRelations Clingendael opened up a









